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CHAPTER   I Introductory
TT is an arduous and almost impossible task to fix with any precision the exact date or even the approximate period of most of the Sanskrit authors. The almost absolute absence of the historical spirit among the ancient writers of India, their extraordinary fascination for the supernatural element, the indiffef •. ence of many great minds to things terrestial, the firm belief in the eternity or divine origin of some works like the Vedas, the vastness of the period covered and, the variety of subjects dealt with and several other; similar causes have made the task of the student of research who attemps to study the origin, progress and development of the several branches of Sanskrit literature almost impossible; but the steady and continuous progress of research by scholars of the east and the west has thrown some light on the difficult subject, thdugh many of the conclusions arrived at are only provisional and tentative.
Some important landmarks in the history of will be of immense use to a student of Indian literature, in fixing the evidence of dates,                      , , - .,  ..,  ,
